A rapid PCR-based method to distinguish between fetal and maternal cells in chorionic biopsies using microsatellite polymorphisms.
In some chorionic villus biopsy (CVB) cases the fetal/maternal origin of the tissue obtained is uncertain. An approach which only requires small amounts of CVB tissue to establish its origin is described. Since it is only the samples typed as female that could be either fetal or maternal, a paternal X chromosome contribution is sought by using highly polymorphic X-linked microsatellites.